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1. EOLLOWING ARE SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR INCLUSION ON AGENDA EOR 
VREDLING'S VISIT: BURDEN SHARING: NATO STUDY ON MILITARY SPEC- 
lALIZATON IN CENTRAL REGION; DUTCH EORCE MODERNIZATION PLANS; 
COMPARISON OP NATO AND WARSAW PACT EORCE LEVELS AND MILITARY 
CAPABILITIES; STATUS OP CONGRESSIONAL ACTION REGARDING US FORCES 
IN EUROPE. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT VREDELING MAY BRING UP "PENTAGON 
STUDY" AND US-SOVIET AGREEMENT ON PREVENTION OP NUCLEAR WAR. WE 
WILL BE PROVIDING SUPPLEMENTARY BACKGROUND MATERIAL ON ABOVE 
SUGGESTED TOPICS WEEK OF AUGUST 6. 

2. VREDELING HAS KEPT A RELATIVELY LOW PROPILE SINCE HE 
BECAME DEFENSE MINISTER IN MAY. THIS IS EXPLAINED BY TWO PACTORS: 
HIS NEED TO FAMILIARIZE HIMSELF WITH DEFENSE MATTERS IN GENERAL 
AND HIS NEW RESPONSIBILITIES IN PARTICULAR (HE HAD NO PRIOR 
INVOLVEMENT IN DEPENSE APFAIRS), AND HIS IMMERSION IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE 1974 DUTCH DEPENSE BUDGET. IN REGARD TO THE 
LATTER, IT IS REPORTED THAT IN THE COURSE OF CABINET DEBATE ON 
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AGAINST EFFORTS TO MAKE CUTS IN THE DEFENSE BUDGET IN ORDER TO 
MAKE MORE FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR NON-MILITARY PURPOSES. 

3. EMBASSY IS ENDEAVORING TO OBTAIN INFORMATION REGARDING DUTCH 
1974 DEFENSE BUDGET AS IT HAS BEEN AGREED UPON BY CABINET FOR 
SUBMISSION TO PARLIAMENT IN SEPTEMBER. ANY SIGNIFICANT INFOR- 
MATION OBTAINED, AS WELL AS INDICATIONS OF TOPICS VREDELING 
IS PLANNING TO RAISE IN WASHINGTON, WILL BE REPORTED. 

TANGUY 
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